reply to Agamemnon, express considerable astonishment at the message of the dream (80-81), but none whatsoever at the further proposal of testing the men first-about which, as Kirk observes, the dream itself had said nothing. The possibility Kirk holds out, that Agamemnon's test may be understood in connec tion with Odysseus's famous and seemingly gratuitous testing of his father on returning to Ithaca (Od. 24.239ff.), is of no use. This latter episode is, of course, a peculiar and intimate expression of Odysseus's character, whereas Agamem non's testing is, as he indicates, a matter here of fixed public rule-which is presumably why the proposal causes no surprise to Nestor or the other high counselors.
Agamemnon's testing is not quite as absurd as Kirk supposes. Agamemnon does not, in the hour before what he understands will be the decisive, victorious battle of the war, simply "order" (Kirk's word) his army to sail home. He "urges" or "bids" (xEVXecw, 74) the men to go, bidding them be "persuaded" that they cannot win (Jx?cL0dcE0a tna6vTe, 139), and that they should give up and take the coward's way out ((pevyWcoev, 140 Nevertheless, the hypothesis that it is essentially the same rule makes clear and
